
 

 
 
 
Mutual recognition for overseas instructors working in the UK 
 
DVSA is seeking views on the Mutual Recognition of Professional Qualifications 
Directive, which will allow European driving instructors to deliver lessons in the 
UK. 
 
DVSA would like to get your views on changes they are proposing to make to 
domestic legislation to allow Driving and Motorcycle Instructors from other 
European Economic Area (EEA) States and Switzerland (“Relevant European 
States”) to deliver their services within the UK on a permanent or temporary and 
occasional basis. In summary the proposals are: 
 
1. General – Instructor Registration 
 
Proposal: To split the Driving Instructor Register and the Motorcycle Instructor 
Register into two parts.  This means that the Register will have a Part 1 which will 
include all instructors permanently established in GB and a Part 2 which will 
include all instructors providing instruction in GB on a temporary and occasional 
basis.    
 
2. Instructors moving permanently to practice in Great Britain 
 

•    An instructor from a relevant European State who is moving permanently 
to the GB should be able to apply to have their driving or motorcycle 
instructor qualification recognised in GB. 

•   The applicant would be required to provide a copy of their passport, a copy 
of their driving licence, a copy of the EU driving instructor certificate to 
practice, a letter detailing their driving instruction career including dates 
and copies of their qualifications gained and evidence of good character 
(equivalent to a criminal records check for UK qualified instructors).    

•   The DVSA will consider all of the evidence provided. If the qualification or 
experience which the applicant has obtained in another Relevant 
European State is broadly equivalent to the qualifications obtained by GB 
instructors the applicant will be able to practice in GB under the same 
conditions as a GB qualified instructor without completing any instructor 
courses or examinations in GB.   

•   Where significant differences are identified between the qualification held 
by the applicant and the GB qualification, the Directives empowers DVSA 
to require the applicant to undergo a “compensation measure”. This 
means that the applicant is offered the choice of either undergoing an 



adaptation period or taking an aptitude test.  An aptitude test is a test 
designed to show the instructor’s ability to adapt their skills to the different 
circumstances and knowledge base required in the UK. An adaptation 
period is a defined period of practice under the guidance of a qualified 
instructor followed by an assessment.   

•   We do not believe that there are significant differences between the 
qualifications and training obtained by driving and motorcycle instructors in 
GB compared with that obtained in other Relevant European States and 
therefore do not intend to require applicants to undergo a compensation 
measure.  Our belief is based upon the premise that instructors in 
Relevant European States must be able to instruct to a minimum standard 
to enable their candidates to achieve competence to pass the practical 
tests as prescribed in Directive 2006/126/EC on Driving Licences.   

 
Driving Instructors 

 
•   A driving instructor from a Relevant European State wishing to establish 

themselves permanently in GB would need to apply to have their name 
entered in Part 1 of the Register. They would need to apply in the same 
way as any other GB instructor and pay the relevant fee, however they 
would be exempt from the requirement to pass the 3-part qualifying 
examinations of theory, practical driving and instructional ability. They 
would also be exempt from the requirement to hold an emergency control 
certificate if similar provision exists in the law of their Home State.   

•   Once registered, instructors who become permanently established in GB 
will be subject to the same conditions as GB qualified instructors including 
the requirement to undergo standards checks. They will be issued with an 
ADI badge and certificate and will be able to use the title “Approved 
Driving Instructor.”   
 
Motorcycle Instructors 

 
•    A motorcycle instructor from a Relevant European State wishing to 

establish themselves permanently in GB and deliver Compulsory Basic 
Training (CBT) would need to contact an Authorised Training Body (ATB) 
to seek employment.  The instructor would need to meet all of the same 
conditions as a GB instructor save that they would be exempt from the 
requirement to complete the Secretary of State’s training course or be 
down trained. The authorisation would need to be approved by the 
Secretary of State (through DVSA). 

•   An instructor from another Relevant European State who is qualified in 
that State to provide instruction to persons wishing to ride larger A2 and 
A3 motorcycles will be able to have their qualifications recognised in GB to 
enable them to give Direct Access (DAS) training. They would need to be 
affiliated with an ATB and will be authorised to provide both CBT and DAS 
training at the same time and without completing the Secretary of State’s 



assessment course for certified DAS instructors. The authorisation would 
need to be approved by the Secretary of State (through DVSA). 

•   Once certified, the instructor will be subject to the same rules as any other 
GB instructor. They will be issued with the same certificates as GB 
instructors, will be entitled to deliver CBT and if appropriate DAS training, 
will be entitled to down train other instructors and will be known as a 
certified instructor. 
 

3. Instructors providing services in GB on a temporary basis 
 

•   Instructors from other Relevant European States seeking to provide 
services on a temporary or occasional basis in GB will be required to 
inform DVSA in advance by making a declaration. The declaration must 
include details of any insurance cover and must be accompanied by the 
following documents: - 
- Proof of their nationality 
- Evidence of their professional qualification including details of  their 
driving licence an attestation certifying that they are legally established as 
a driving or motorcycle instructor in another Relevant European State 
- An attestation certifying that they have not been barred or suspended 
from practising the profession in another Member State and that they do 
not have any criminal convictions 

•   The declaration must be renewed every 12 months. DVSA will assess 
whether or not the services are being provided on a temporary basis 
having regard to the duration, frequency, regularity and continuity of the 
service provision. 

 
Driving Instructors 

 
•    Driving instructors from other Relevant European Sates who make an 

appropriate declaration to the DVSA or DVA in Northern Ireland confirming 
their intention to provide services in the UK will be included in Part 2 of the 
register and will be issued with a “temporary instructor” badge.    

•   The “temporary instructor” badge will have the same features for both 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland as the Directive requires professionals 
wishing to provide temporary services to have immediate access to their 
profession throughout the UK.  The badge will be a different colour to 
current Approved Driving Instructor (ADI) badges= and will contain a 
number, date of issue and expiry date twelve months from the date of 
issue as the applicant must renew the declaration annually and will be 
issued with a new badge each year.     

•   Temporary Instructors will not be allowed to use the title “Approved Driving 
Instructor” as only instructors entered in Part 1 of the register will be 
permitted to use this title. All temporary instructors will be known by the 
professional title used in their home state.   

 



 
Motorcycle Instructors 

 
Any instructor wishing to provide training to provisional motorcycle licence 
holders can do so without being registered with DVSA or being employed 
by an ATB.  But, any instructor wishing to provide either CBT or DAS 
training which is purely a UK requirement and does not apply EU-wide, will 
need to be registered with an ATB and be notified to DVSA.  We will 
register them on part 2 of the motorcycle register and issue them with a 
temporary certificate stating that they are qualified to deliver motorcycle 
instruction in the UK. The certificate will indicate whether the instructor is 
qualified to deliver only CBT training or CBT and DAS training. This will 
depend on what training the applicant is seeking to deliver and the 
qualifications and experience obtained from their Home State.   The 
certificate will include the words “EU Temporary Instructor” and will 
contain a number, date of issue and expiry 12 months from the date of 
issue as the applicant must renew the declaration if they wish to return the 
following year on a temporary or occasional basis and will require a new 
certificate.     

 
The Driver and Vehicle Agency (DVA) in Northern Ireland will consult separately. 
 
Respond to the consultation with your views directly by emailing: 
consultations@dsa.gsi.gov.uk or email info@n-a-s-p.co.uk 
 
 
 


